
                      
 

Clare 
Lucerne and Perennial Pastures Workshop  

15th September 2004 
      

Time Topic/Activity Speaker 
8.30 am Welcome, introductions and outline for the day Kevin Graham  

& Hugh Longbottom 
  

8.50 am Linkages of sodicity, salinity and other factors in 
regions – to include hands-on activities 
Plant ID and diagnosis 
 

Charles Kidd 

10.00 am Morning Tea  
10.15 am How does lucerne fit into my farm? 

• site selection 
• drainage 
• soil physical attributes 
• soil chemical attributes 
• position in the landscape 
• local rainfall and climate 
• production and environmental benefits 

 
Grazing systems 
 

• assessing DM/ha available  
• do we need companion species for 

lucerne???????? 
• management of livestock and grazing 

systems 
• $/ha return 

 

Adrian Dryden 
& Ross Britton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrian Dryden 
& Tim Prance 

12.30 pm Lunch  
1.00 pm BUS TOUR: 

Farm visit to cover background history of farms, 
cropping and grazing paddocks including 
lucerne/perennials, landuse change to cover 
practical examples:  

• site selection 
• what to look for in the landscape 
• soil structure effects on the water table 
• soil structure and chemistry 
• how to undertake basic soil /water tests 

(salinity, sodicity, slaking and  Ph) and 
interpret the results 

• 1 in 5 soil tests 

 
John & Neil Bridger  
Caroline Reichstein  

and all previous 
speakers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• effect on annual cropping 
• identify any indicator plants 
• stock and grazing management 
• DM/ha and $/ha production 
• run-off drains  
• environmental outcomes 
 

Other topics to be covered during the farm 
visits include: 

• local ground water flow systems 
(GWFS) work done at Jamestown  

• local perennial farming model  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hugh Longbottom 
Brett Bartel 

4.15 pm Small group (team) exercise: 
• prepare a plan for the Bridger family on 

landuse from the information gained from 
the sessions today  

• identifying opportunities to promote, 
encourage the introduction and improved 
management of lucerne – for production 
and environmental benefits 

• brief presentation of above 
 

Hugh Longbottom 
& Kevin Graham 

5 .15 pm Wrap up   
• Feedback on what you learnt 

(understanding, skills) and how you might 
use such 

• Where to from here? 
 

Kevin Graham 
&Hugh Longbottom 

5.30 pm Finish  
 

 


